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San Diego Creek/Newport Bay Watershed Selenium Update

Staff of the Orange County Resources and Development
Management Department and Regional Board will provide status
reports on selenium-related regulatory issues in the watershed,
including the activities of the Nitrogen and Selenium Management
Program and development of selenium TMDLs. (Information Item).
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Mr. Chris Crompton, Manager

Environmental Resources

Resources and Development Management Department
County of Orange

1750 S. Douglass Road

Anaheim, CA 92806

Decision Package on Appropriateness to Commence Development of a Site-Specific
Objective for Selenium in the Newport Bay Watershed for Compliatice with Provision
D.15.i{13) of Order No. R8-2004-0021, NPDES No. CAG99800

Dear Mr. Crompton:

We have received your decision package, dated-Becermber-20, 2006 apd submitted on behalf of '
the Nitrogen and Selenium Management Program{(NSMP) Working Grioup. The submittal letter
indicates that the NSMP Working Group, incl ding the Resotrces and Development

The decision packag itfed, g 5.

Order No. R8-2004-0021, NPDES No. CAG998002, General Waste Discharge Requirements
for Short-Term Groundwdter-Related Discharges and De Minimis Wastewater Discharges to
Surface Waters Within the San Diego Creek/Newport Bay Watershed (Order). Requirements of
the “Policy for Implementation of Toxics Standards for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed Bays,
and Estuaries of California” (the “SIP") pertaining to the development of site-specific objectives
(delineated in Section 5.2 (2) and (3) of the SIP) were satisfied in the Regional Board's
development and adoption of this Order. The submittal of the decision package, the ongoing
commitment by the Working Group members to fund the NSMP program, including the
development of a site-specific objective, and the anticipated development of a final, detailed
site-specific objective development workplan, constitute compliance with the requirement of
Section 5.2 (1) of the SIP.
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The NSMP effort to date has been characterized by a high level of scientific expertise and
scrutiny, including review by a Blue Ribbon panel of experts. Ongoing involvement by Regional
Board staff and staff of the State Water Resources Control Board, US Environmental Protection
Agency, US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Geological Survey and others with relevant scientific
expertise will assure that scientifically defensible methods will be employed in the site-specific
cbjective development process, as required by the SIP.

We appreciate the explicit acknowledgement in the submittal letter that|“the decision to
commence SSO development is not equivalent to accepiarige of current conditions”. While it

appears that it will not be necessary to adhere to the-€aliforpja Toxics Rule selenium freshwater
chromc criterion of 5 mlcrograms per liter (ugIL we|fully expe Ct ha reductions in existing

the Worklng Group
development of 2
appropnate For

Sincerely,

Gerard J. Thibeault
Executive Officer
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board

cc

Regional Board

Karen Cowan, NSMP Chair, Orange County Resources and Development Management Department

Rik Rasmussen, Chief, Planning Standards & Implementation Unit, State Water Resources Control Board
Suesan Saucerman, Water Quality Standards and Permits, US Environmental Protection Agency Region
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